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REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE ROCHDALE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE TO THE 
MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY, 20th January 2016

Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest developments 
on various matters relating to the Rochdale Township Committee.

Rochdale Town Hall
Works have progressed at the Town Hall over the last few months with the Council 
Chamber refurbishment allowing this fine room to be let to other users. The chairs were 
manufactured in the Borough by Sitraben at Stakehill, with the leather coming from JMT 
Crest in Rochdale.

The bistro will also be given a fresh new look over the next few months to help bring even 
greater custom.

The building has been used for an ever increasing range of functions, including a number 
of business events, charity balls, musical events, weddings, and events such as Alice in 
Wonderland, Christmas Market. Events coming up in the Town Hall next year include:

 Strictly Come Dancing – The Mayor’s Charity Ball
 Treachery on the Titanic – Murder Mystery Dinner
 The ever popular tea dance with organ recital
 Wind in the Willows
 The Trial of Jekyll and Hyde

Street Lighting PFI
The street lighting replacement programme is now in its final year with Eon working to 
achieve the final milestone. All wards have had a percentage of columns replaced and will 
be subject to further replacement phases. To date 23,875 existing street lights and 
illuminated signs have been removed and 23,936 new energy efficient street lights and 
illuminated signs have been installed and commissioned. 

Following issues raised around the reporting of faults, an all members email was sent out 
from Jonathan Hartley, clarifying the procedures and timescales for reporting. 

Highways
The latest stage of Townhead is now complete and fully open which means outstanding 
works in the Bellfield, Entwistle Road and Molesworth Road areas can now progress.

We intend to start improvement works on Lower Yorkshire Street and Baillie Street as soon 
as the river reopening works is complete.

A 2 year forward works programme will be presented to Township Committee in January 
2016 for approval.

I continue to have regular meetings with Officers from Highways and Engineering Service, 
to receive updates on the works programme, and to raise individual concerns on behalf of 
all Rochdale Township Members. I am also the nominated Highways Champion for 
Rochdale Township and I will be meeting with the Champions from the other three 
Townships, along with the Cabinet Member for Housing and Environment, to discuss 
highways issues across the Borough.



Community Safety

Town Centre Retail – shop lifting:
During the summer a spike of shop lifting offences had been highlighted by several town 
centre stores, some being committed by opportunists and others by prolific offenders 
known to Police and Community Safety. In order to try and address this, meetings were 
held with GMP and stakeholders i.e. retailers and security staff from both Rochdale 
Exchange and the Wheatsheaf.  Following initial discussions problems were identified and 
actions to address them included:

 Consideration of high visibility screen messages to inform shoppers of current 
events and to remind them of personal safety issues.

 High visibility PCSO patrols into the top 10 shops by PCSO’s.
 PCSO’s visited all stores to verify their current security staffing levels and 

policies.

Referral to Sunrise re vulnerable young females
In response to concerns raised about vulnerable young women in the town centre being 
harassed by males and being supplied with alcohol, the issue was escalated to the Sunrise 
Team.

Pub and Club Watch
In the run up to Xmas Operation Elf involved GMP and Community Safety staff being 
operational during the period, dealing with issues around both the night-time/day-time 
economies.  The use of the Community Safety CCTV van was essential.

Operation treacle has again taken place, which focuses on the safe operation of bonfires / 
fireworks within this period. Dealing with un-licenced firework retailers, encouraging the 
public to go to organised events. A mobile CCTV response to the Township Bonfire Events 
took place following the problems that developed last year at Cronkeyshaw Common. 

Operation Elf took place over the Christmas Period. We operated out of the old library in 
the Wheatsheaf Centre giving out advice regarding Home Security / Personal Safety / safe 
storage of Christmas Presents at home. Items such as light timers and personal attack 
alarms were also on offer together with pictures of Rochdale’s most wanted. This ran from 
early December until early January. 

Work on linking up all of the remote CCTV to the College Bank control room has taken 
place. Work is continuing with the memorial gardens link up. 

The daily core business continues which predominately is dealing with ASB in the private 
rented sector. Recent complex cases have resulted in court appearances to secure 
evictions. One of the evictions also led to the perpetrator receiving a Criminal Behaviour 
Order (CBO). 

We have also completed an intense four week period (2 x 2 weeks) of Crucial Crew. This is 
delivered to year 6 pupils at Bury Bus Station in Partnership with other agencies, Metrolink, 
Child Protection, RBH, BTP, Road Safety, GMP. Over 1000 children / 60 schools attended. 
It is an event that teachers tell us forms an integral part of the school curriculum hence why 
they return year on year

Battle Streets
A ceremony took place on Sunday 13th December to re-dedicate five streets in the 



Township that were named after WW1 battles.  The event was popular with local residents 
and it received some really positive press coverage for the Township and for the Borough.

Rochdale Township & Area Forums
The Township Team have been busy facilitating the second round of area forums. Issues 
raised so far include:

Balderstone and Kirkholt Community Meeting 
The Police updated the forum on Operation Strive which focuses on domestic violence. 
The forum was informed about the Kirkholt Circus event that was extremely well attended 
and received. There was information about continued development in Kirkholt and an 
update on the Kirkholt Millions project.

Bamford and Oakenrod Area Forum
Residents discussed the need to prevent access to Bamford Green. It was agreed that Bird 
Beak Fencing, funded from the Ward Fund, be installed around the perimeter. There was a 
presentation from Healthwatch Rochdale, and issues raised in the open forum included 
blocked drains and an ongoing planning application for licensed premises.

Brimrod, Marland and Sudden Area Forum
The forum discussed recent roadworks at the Roch Valley Way/Bury Road junction and the 
problems that had resulted from them. There were a number of concerns around fly-tipping 
and bins left out in one particular area. The Friends of Springfield Park gave an update.

Castleton Area Forum
The Police PACT priorities were agreed at the meeting, and members were updated on 
progress with a number of derelict properties. There were discussions around a number of 
planning applications, and the forum agreed to fund a new grit bin from ward funds.

Central Rochdale Area Forum
Residents from the Ward received a presentation on the Council’s savings proposals, the 
role and responsibilities of Healthwatch Rochdale, and the recently introduced recycling 
service in the Borough.

Concerns were raised about anti-social behaviour in the Ward, street lighting problems and 
the accidents that had happened recently and the Townhead Junction.

Healey Area Forum
Officers responded to residents’ concerns following a number of traveller encampments 
during the Summer months. Work on the trench around the common was halted at the 
request of some residents. A number of schemes have been progressed following requests 
made at the forum, including a traffic survey on Syke Road, a speeding survey on Heights 
Lane and an investigation into the status of parking bays on the common. 

Kingsway Area Forum
In response to a number of queries in relation to existing traffic regulation orders, the forum 
approved the allocated of funds to pursue a single TRO for three separate junctions on 
Oldham Road. There was also a discussion about the lack of lighting on Witley Road which 
creates a community safety concern for Metrolink users, it is hoped that a solution has now 
been found.

Milkstone & Deeplish Area Forum
Network Rail provided an outline of the upgrading work that is currently underway at 
Rochdale Station, and a representative from Rochdale Environmental Action Group 
informed the Forum of the work the group undertakes in the Ward. The Chair of the Forum 



explained that he would like to introduce a number of Working Groups to look at specific 
issues in the Ward – Environmental, Traffic Management, Anti-Social Behaviour and 
Health. Residents where encouraged to contact the Chair directly regarding this proposal.

The Director of Neighbourhoods and the Highway Services Manager also attended the 
meeting to inform residents of the remit of the newly formed Neighbourhoods Directorate 
and answer questions on highway issues within the Ward.

Norden Area Forum
The forum received a presentation from Bury Archaeological Group. There were 
discussions about a number of planning matters, including the Rainshore Mill development 
and an application for a residential development on green belt land. There was also a 
discussion around the Village Plan and an update on the Village Green application.  

Sparth Area Forum
Residents received an update on the allocation of S106 monies and had discussions 
around Mandale Park improvements and fly-tipping concerns.

Spotland and Falinge Area Forum 
The Forum received presentations on:

1. Section 106 monies available within the Ward. This presentation also encouraged 
residents to suggest where these Section 106 contributions could be spent.

2. The process that currently exists within the borough to deal with unauthorised 
traveller encampments. The Forum where also informed that a great deal of work 
between the Council and GMP is currently ongoing to make this process more 
effective in dealing with unauthorised encampments.

The Forum also received an update on the TBA site, and the Township Officer a petition 
was submitted in connection with concerns about the junction at Spotland Bridge.   

Savings Proposals
Officers from the Finance Team have been attending public meetings to inform around the 
Council’s financial position and to consult on the Savings Proposals 2016/17.

Councillor Shaun O’Neill
Rochdale Township Committee Chair

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the 
Council about these or any other matter relating to the Rochdale Township Committee


